
Transgender, nonbinary, and gender
diverse rights when interacting with

police in QLD



 You don’t have to have been involved in crime for the police to
talk to you. You might come into contact with the police if you

are a witness or victim of a crime, at a random breath test, or just
walking down the street.

No matter why the police are speaking to you, they are required
to treat you with respect. We know that this doesn’t always

happen. Knowing your rights can help protect you from police
abuses of power.



Police should use the affirmed name and pronouns of everyone
they speak to. If the police continue to use the wrong pronouns

after being corrected this could be discrimination.

 The police will use your legal name on official documents.



If you legally change your name and/or the gender, the police are
not automatically informed. If you want them to know, you can fill

in a Change of Personal Details Notification Form online. This
means the police will not automatically deadname you when

talking to you and can protect your privacy. Police will still have
access to any previous names recorded.



The police are allowed to search your body and property only in
limited circumstances. They must explain the reason why they
are searching you. If the police ask to search you, you can say “I

do not consent” and ask them for the reason. Not consenting can
be helpful if it is later found that the police did not search you

lawfully.

Physically resisting being searched may result in criminal
charges.



Body searches must be conducted by a person of “the same sex”
as the person being searched. 

Transgender, nonbinary, and gender diverse people can request
the gender of the officer searching them, including having two

separate officers of different genders search the top half and
bottom half of their body. 

If the officers are available and the police believe the request is
reasonable, they must comply.



Police are allowed to search you and your property with a hand-
held metal detector when you are in most public places. They are
searching for knives and other weapons. If they detect metal, you

will be asked to show them the item. The police cannot touch
your body during these scans. The police claim that people are

chosen to be scanned at random.



 A frisk search, or a pat down, is when an officer runs their hands
over your clothes. They can also search the lining of waistband
and your pockets. They can ask you to remove outer layers of

clothing. They can touch all of the body except the genitals. They
are allowed to search under and over breasts/chests.

Police can only conduct a frisk search if they have a strong reason
to believe that you have certain items, including weapons, drugs

or stolen property.



Strip searches are usually only done at a police station- after
someone has been arrested. It is done in stages with clothing

removed from one area of the body at a time. The police cannot
touch the genitals, anus, and cavities during a strip search. If

they determine that they need to search these areas, this must
be done by a medical practitioner. The police may film a strip
search in some circumstances and must tell you if they are.



If you need to speak to police but are worried about
mistreatment, you can request an LGBTI Liaison Officer. They

have received special training on LGBTIQA+ issues.

If you have been treated unfairly by a police officer, contact the
LGBTI Legal Service for free legal advice.
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