2026 CENSUS

for LGBTIQA+
people

Questions about gender identity
and sexual orientation have been
added to the 2026 census
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The census is a survey that collects information from
every person in Australia so we can see who we are as
a country. Community groups, not-for-profit
organisations, businesses, and governments use
Census data to make important decisions.

Everyone is legally required to fill in the census. You
can be fined for every day that you do not complete it.



For the first time, the census will ask about your
gender identity and sexual orientation. You can
choose from a list or write in your own answer.
This gives LGBTQ+ people the opportunity to
have ourselves counted.

You might be worried about your privacy or feel
these questions are too personal. You can choose
not to answer these two questions.



Birth
Certificate

The census will ask for the sex that was recorded
on your original birth certificate. Even if you have
changed the sex on your birth certificate they ask
you to put the sex on your original birth certificate.
This Is a very personal qguestion for some
transgender, nonbinary, and intersex people.

This is not an optional question - everyone must
answer It.



People who live in the same household usually fill in
the census together, or have one person fill it for the
whole household. This can cause problems for
LGBTIQA+ people who are not out.
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If you don't want the other people in your household
to know your answers to these questions you can
request to fill in the census privately.

Call the Census Contact Centre on 1800 181 227 and
they will explain to you how this works. This will
protect your privacy and prevent your family or

housemates finding out private information about

your identity.



Your census answers are kept by the Australian
Bureau of Statistics who are not allowed to
share them with any other government agency
or with private marketing companies.



Your name and address are separated from your
other answers. Census data is published as statistics -
everyone's answers are looked at together. No
Information about individual people is shared. They
can't share data with the public that could personally
out you.



Contact the LGBTI Legal Service for free legal advice
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