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MEDIA RELEASE
12 June 2026
Hundreds of trans youth and their families will have a discrimination complaint heard against both the Queensland Government and the Health Minister, after a tribunal approved a representative complaint on behalf of all affected young people across the state.
The decision, handed down by the Queensland Civil and Administrative Tribunal (QCAT) on June 1, allows for claims through a class action-style discrimination case over the state government’s ban on puberty blockers and hormone treatments for people under 18.
QCAT also ordered that Queensland Health Minister Tim Nicholls be joined as a respondent to the proceedings.
The case was brought by a young person diagnosed with gender dysphoria, represented by the LGBTI Legal Service, who was receiving care through Queensland's public health system but had not yet been prescribed puberty blockers when the restrictions were introduced in January 2025.
The original directive, issued by Queensland Health, was later set aside by the Supreme Court but the restrictions were reinstated only hours later through a ministerial direction issued by Mr Nicholls.
In its decision, QCAT found the complaint will proceed on behalf of all young Queenslanders diagnosed with gender dysphoria who had not commenced puberty blockers or hormone treatment before the ban was announced in January 2025.
The Tribunal heard there were 491 patients waiting for treatment through Queensland's public gender service as of June 2024.
PY, parent and litigation guardian for the lead applicant 
"The decision to start gender affirming care isn't made overnight – it happens over years of appointments with doctors who know your child. As a parent, you should never have to protect your child's health from your own government. This decision has upended our family's life and our sense of safety, and we know we're far from alone. If trans people aren't safe, no one is."
LGBTI Legal Service Senior Solicitor Emma Bastable:
“This decision ensures that hundreds of trans young people and their families have the chance to have their discrimination claims heard.
"This case is not limited to young people who were already on a treatment pathway, with the Tribunal finding that being denied the opportunity to be considered for treatment is enough. The Tribunal has recognised that exclusion itself can cause harm, even before a young person reaches the point of treatment.
"Importantly, this is an opt-out representative complaint. Every young person who meets the class definition is automatically included unless they choose to opt out by a date that will be set by the Tribunal.”
Equality Australia Legal Director Heather Corkhill:
“Trans young people deserve access to evidence-based healthcare free from political interference. 
"Governments should not be able to deny healthcare to an entire group of young people without being held accountable for the consequences. 
“These are deeply personal decisions that should be made by young people, their parents and the doctors who know them best, not by politicians.
“The Tribunal has recognised that rather than an isolated complaint from a single young person, this is a systemic issue affecting large numbers of trans young people and their families.”
Jodie Hall from Trans Justice Project:
“This is an incredible outcome for the trans young people who have been harmed by the actions of the Queensland government and Health Minister Tim Nicholls.
“All trans and gender diverse young people deserve the things they need to grow up healthy, happy and with the freedom to be themselves. 
“The decision of the Queensland government and Health Minister to strip access to gender affirming healthcare away from trans youth is incredibly cruel and an extraordinary abuse of power.
“This court decision paves the way for getting justice for Queensland trans youth by holding those responsible accountable.”
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